VIDYA NIKETAN
BIRLA PUBLIC SCHOOL, PILANI
WINTER VACATION HOME ASSIGNMENT-2025-26
CLASS-VIII

Dear Children

We are sure that all of you would have made plans for a fun filled winter vacation. We wish
that you enjoy your break with your family and friends. Freedom brings more
responsibility, keeping this in mind, we have planned most of the activities for you to keep
you engaged positively and your energies well directed.

General Instructions for Parents
% Parents are requested to encourage their ward to do their homework independently.
¢ Parents can extend guidance to their children, if needed.
% Creativity and originality of the work will be appreciated.
%+ Control Screen Time: Do not let children spend too much time playing video games,
instead encourage them to take up creative pursuits.

Project Title: Urban Biodiversity and Ecosystem Study

General Instructions:
students should complete the assignment in a project file or notebook.
The work will be assessed as part of the Subject Enrichment Activity.
Parents may guide their child, but the work must reflect the student’s own
understanding.
Neatness, clarity, and timely submission are expected.

Project Aim:
To understand the importance of biodiversity and the role of the urban ecosystem
in maintaining environmental balance in cities.

Week 1: Explore & Research
Part A: Observation & Research (Individual Work)




Visit any ONE urban green space near your home (park, society garden, school
campus, terrace garden, etc.).

Observe carefully and record the following in your notebook or Design
Thinker’s Journal:

Types of plants (trees, shrubs, grass, flowering plants)

Any birds, insects, butterflies, or animals seen

Availability of water sources, shade, seating, and cleanliness
Signs of pollution (noise, litter, smoke, etc.)

Part B: Data Collection (Activity-Based)

Observe any ONE urban area near you (Park / School campus / Roadside green
area / Residential colony garden).

Make a table and record the following in a simple biodiversity survey table:

- ' Rolein
Living Organism  Number Seen Type Importance Biodiversity

Trees
Birds
Insects
Others

» Paste or draw pictures of the observed green space.

Part C: Biodiversity Around Us

Answer briefly (6—8 lines each):
What is biodiversity? Why is it important for life on Earth?
What do you understand by an urban ecosystem? How is it different from a
natural ecosystem?
Write 8-10 lines describing how this green space supports biodiversity.
How do these organisms help in maintaining biodiversity?
Mention two human activities that negatively affect urban biodiversity.




Week 2: Think, Create & Share

Part D: Interview

Interview ANY TWO Persons:

» Gardener
» Park visitor
» Resident / Elder / Security guard

Ask the following questions:

1) Why are green spaces important in cities?

2) Have you noticed any changes in plants or animals over time?
3) What problems do urban green spaces face today?

4) How can people help protect these spaces?

Part E: Activity — Protecting Urban Biodiversity
Draw or paste pictures of any TWO of the following:
e Trees in cities

e Birds in urban areas

* Parks or green belts

Write 4-5 lines on how each helps the urban ecosystem.

Part F: Reflection

Answer briefly:

1. What new thing did you learn about biodiversity from this assignment?
2. How can you personally help in protecting the urban ecosystem?

3. Why are green spaces important in cities?

Evidence to attachfrom Part A to Part F:

» Photograph of the green space visited

» Short video clip of plants/birds (10—20 seconds)

» Real object (dry leaf, fallen seed, flower sketch) pasted and labelled

Instructions for Submitting the Project File




1. Project Format

o Submit the work in a neatly compiled project file or a small folder.
o You may use A4 size ruled or plain sheets.

o Maintain proper sequence from Part A to Part F.

2. Cover Page (Compulsory)

o Title of the Project

o Theme: Urban Green Spaces and Biodiversity

o Name of Student

o Class & Section

o Subject

o Teacher’s Name

3. Content Order Arrange your project in the following order:

Part A: Observation & Research

Part B: Data Collection (with table and pictures/drawings)
Part C: Biodiversity Around Us

Part D: Interview

Part E: Protecting Urban Biodiversity

Part F: Reflection

4. Presentation Guidelines

o Use blue or black pen for writing.

o Headings should be clear and highlighted.




o Drawings, sketches, charts, and posters should be neat and colourful.
o Pictures may be drawn or pasted (properly labelled).

5. Original Work

o The project must be your own work.

o Avoid copying directly from the internet or others.

o Express ideas in simple and clear language.

6. Creativity & Effort

o Extra effort in design, ideas, and presentation will be appreciated.

o Innovative ideas and neat work will fetch better marks.

7. Submission Date

o Submit the project on the first day after the holidays.

Research Support:

Students are allowed to use the Britannica School Library for research related to
the topics mentioned in this worksheet.

Link:https://school.ebonline.in/

MIND SPARK QUIZ — Winter Revision Assignment

Students are required to practice topics by attempting the Mind Spark Quiz on the
Mind Spark learning platform.

Platform Link: https://learn.mindspark.in/Student/onboard/login/en
Students must log in using their own ID and password.

In case of any login issues, students should contact their respective subject
teachers.



https://school.ebonline.in/
https://learn.mindspark.in/Student/onboard/login/en

Topics for Revision (English):
» Tenses
o Preposition
o Adjectives

Topics for Revision (Maths):
e Algebraic Expression

e (Cube and Cube Root
e Exponents

Topics for (Science):
e Forests
e Human Reproductive System
e Combustion and Flame

Vocabulary Enrichment

This assignment is designed to help improve vocabulary by learning new words

and understanding their meanings, usage, and spelling. Expanding vocabulary will
help to communicate more clearly and confidently in both spoken and written
English. Kindly learn the words with correct pronunciation and meanings

e Stretto — noun — A section in music where parts overlap closely.
Stridency — noun — A harsh or loud sound.
Stroganoff — noun — A dish made with meat and sour cream sauce.
Subaqueous — adjective — Existing or happening under water.
Submersible — noun/adjective — A vehicle that can go under water.
Surreptitious — adjective — Done secretly.
Tantrum — noun — An outburst of anger.
Tarsier — noun — A small nocturnal monkey.

Tatterdemalion — noun/adjective — A person in ragged clothes.




Tautology — noun — Repeating the same idea using different words.
Tedious — adjective — Too long or boring.

Teleology — noun — Study of purpose or goals.

Tempestuous — adjective — Stormy or very emotional.

Tepidity — noun — Lukewarm temperature or lack of enthusiasm.
Teratism — noun — Abnormal development or deformity.

Terrier — noun — A type of dog.

Territory — noun — An area of land.

Thoroughbred — noun/adjective — A pure-bred animal, especially a horse.
Thwartwise — adverb — Crosswise; from side to side.

Thylacine — noun — An extinct animal also called the Tasmanian tiger.

Tiffin — noun — A light meal or lunch.

Tincture — noun — A medicine made by soaking herbs in alcohol.
Tinseltown — noun — A nickname for Hollywood.

Tmesis — noun — Splitting a word with another word.

Toilsome — adjective — Requiring hard work.

Tokonoma — noun — A decorative alcove in a Japanese room.

Tolerable — adjective — Acceptable; not too bad.

Tomahawk — noun — A small axe used by Native Americans.
Tomography — noun — A medical imaging technique.

Toponymic — adjective — Related to place names.

Tracheoto (Tracheotomy) — noun — A surgical opening in the windpipe.

Transcend — verb — To go beyond limits.




Transience — noun — The state of lasting a short time.

Trillium — noun — A plant with three petals.

Tripartite — adjective — Divided into three parts.

Triquetra — noun — A symbol with three interlocked loops.
Triumphant — adjective — Feeling victory or success.
Trouvaille — noun — A lucky discovery.

Trumpet — noun — A brass musical instrument.

Tryptophan — noun — An amino acid found in food.

Turophile — noun — A person who loves cheese.

Turpentine — noun — A liquid from pine trees used as a solvent.

Tussock — noun — A clump of grass.

Tutelage — noun — Teaching or guidance.

Tyrannical — adjective — Cruel and unfair in use of power.
Ufology — noun — Study of UFOs.

Ullage — noun — Empty space in a container.

Ultimatum — noun — A final demand or warning.

Ululate — verb — To howl or cry loudly.

Unanimous — adjective — Everyone agrees.
Unconscionable — adjective — Extremely unfair.
Undergird — verb — To support or strengthen.

Undulating — adjective — Moving in waves.

Unscathed — adjective — Not injured.

Urbanely — adverb — Politely and smoothly.




Vagabonds — noun — People who wander without a home.
Vanguard — noun — The leading group.

Vanquish — verb — To defeat completely.

Variegated — adjective — Marked with different colors.
Veganism — noun — Lifestyle avoiding animal products.
Jocular — adjective — Playful or joking.

Lackadaisical — adjective — Lazy or careless.

Malaise — noun — A feeling of discomfort.

Myopic — adjective — Near-sighted or narrow-minded.
Nonchalant — adjective — Calm and relaxed.

Ominous — adjective — Suggesting something bad will happen.
Pariah — noun — A person rejected by society.

Perfidious — adjective — Dishonest and untrustworthy.
Poignant — adjective — Deeply moving or emotional.
Querulous — adjective — Complaining often.

Repudiate — verb — To reject or deny.

Sanguine — adjective — Optimistic or hopeful.
Trepidation — noun — A feeling of fear or nervousness.

Venerable — adjective — Respected because of age or wisdom.

Winsome — adjective — Charming and pleasing.

Abrogate — verb — To cancel or officially end a law or rule.
Baleful — adjective — Threatening harm or evil.

Cantankerous — adjective — Bad-tempered and argumentative.




Derision — noun — Mockery or ridicule.

Enigmatic — adjective — Mysterious or hard to understand.
Fastidious — adjective — Very careful about cleanliness or detail.
Grandiloquent — adjective — Using fancy, complicated language.
Incendiary — adjective/noun — Causing fire or strong anger.
Inscrutable — adjective — Impossible to understand.
Labyrinthine — adjective — Complicated and confusing.
Malefactor — noun — A person who does evil or commits a crime.
Obstreperous — adjective — Noisy and difficult to control.
Paradigm — noun — A model or example.

Prosaic — adjective — Ordinary or dull.

Rancorous — adjective — Full of bitterness or hatred.

Salubrious — adjective — Healthy and good for living.

Sinister — adjective — Suggesting evil or harm.

Temerity — noun — Excessive boldness or bravery.

Umbrage — noun — Offense or annoyance.

Verbose — adjective — Using too many words.

Wraith — noun — A ghost or spirit.

Zenith — noun — The highest point.

Abnegation — noun — Self-denial or giving up something.







